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It’s a beautiful, sunny summer day.  A great
day to sit out on your patio and relax, but
there is a problem, it’s just too hot.  You long
for just a little shade. There is a solution for
this problem.   Build a pergola.  A pergola is a
wonderful addition and is an ideal structure
to compliment any deck, patio, or garden.  It
provides a sense of place and privacy, yet
give a feeling of openness to your surround-
ings.

A pergola can be attached to your house, sit
adjacent to it, or be a free standing structure.
When designed properly, it can be a real
focal point of any landscape design.  You can
hang potted plants from it, or allow vines to
climb and intertwine with the joists to create
a beautiful relaxing setting.  A pergola makes
a nice outdoor “room” to sit and enjoy your
landscape, or simply relax and read a book
in the shade.

Now that you’ve decided on a pergola there
are a few things to consider.  Do you want to
build it yourself, or hire someone to build it
for you?  A pergola is a great DIY project,
most can be built in a weekend.  If you would
prefer to have someone build it for you we
can put you in contact with a contractor who
is experienced in pergola construction.

We recommend vinyl to build your
pergola.  The low-maintenance nature
of vinyl means you’ll spend more time
enjoying your pergola, and less time
with costly upkeep that’s typical of
other material.  When necessary we
use treated wood, steel, or aluminum
in the posts, beams and joists of our
pergolas.  This structural material is
covered in vinyl and not seen, but is a
necessary component in the construc-
tion of a well built pergola.  The size,
location, and intended use dictate
when these materials are necessary.
All the hardware (nuts, bolts, screws,
etc.) are stainless steel.  Schmidt
Fence & Deck recommends consulting
with your local building code  officials
before starting any project.  Also call
Diggers Hotline before doing any type
of excavation.
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Approximately 16’ x 16’ pergola
Attached to house

2” x 8” beams
2” x 6” joists

Joists have been cut to give a rounded look
7/8” x 3” laths

Approximately  12’ x 16’ pergola
Free standing

1 1/2” x 5 1/2” beams and joists
1 1/2” x 1 1/2” laths

Approximately 12’ x 30’ pergola
Free standing

2”x 6” beams and joists

Approximately 14’ x 25’ pergola
Attached to house and mounted to deck

2” x 6” beams
1 1/2” x 5 1/2” joists

7/8” x 3” laths

Approximately 5’ x 16’ pergola
Free standing

1 1/2” x 5 1/2 “ beams
2” x 3 1/2” joists

Built in lattice

Approximately  16’ x 16’ pergola
Attached to house

2” x 6” beams and joists
Round fiberglass columns
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